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Amos Smith was born in Colwall in 1881, one of the four children of Owen Amos and Harriet 
Smith.  He was baptised in a private baptism in St James, West Malvern on 7th September 
1883 and his older sister aged 4 was baptised there four days later.  Owen Amos Smith was a 
labourer and at the time of the 1891 census the family was living in The Hill and   Amos, one 
sister and his brother Albert were all living at home.  Amos went to work as a labourer for Mr 
Richard Jones and was a member of the 1st Herefordshire Volunteers. In January 1901 he 
attested in Shrewsbury and joined the Line of the King’s Shropshire Light Infantry.  In the 
1901 census held that year, in April, Amos was recorded as a Private at the barracks in 
Shrewsbury.  In that census his parents and brother were living on Jubilee Drive; Owen was a 
labourer, Harriet a laundress and Albert a bricklayer’s labourer.  In 1911 his parents address 
was down as Welsh View, Jubilee Drive and they had a granddaughter living with them. 
Owen declared that their four children were still living.  However detailed research has not 
yet revealed Amos’ whereabouts after April 1901.  The King’s Shropshire Light Infantry have 
no record of him having served with them in the First World War, and the four Amos Smiths 
who died in the war are not ‘our’ Colwall Amos Smith.  The listings in the Hereford Times of 
December 1919 do not name Amos, nor is his name recorded on the Oak Framed list in the 
vestry.  The mystery has yet to be solved and anyone able to provide details will be of great 
help. 

 

  

 


